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Tributes pour in for
a master craftsman

‘Obituary
George Daniels

Simon de Burton on a
unique man who
mastered all 34 skills

ibutes have been pour-
ing in around the
globe following  the

death three weeks ago
of George Daniels, the leading
English horalogist, at the age of

&

Mr Daniels, who had lived on
the Isle of Man since 1982, was
widely regarded as the world's
greatest living watchmaker and
was thought to_ have been the
only per:
tered the 4
v to hand-bufld a watch
from seratch.

Perhaps his greatest achieve-
ment, however, was the inven-
tion of the Coaxial escapement
be bogsa developing in the

lecled by lhn dnmnmaﬂan ofi:.s
lubricant and to keep accurate
time for Yeﬂr% without requiring

George Daniels was born one
of 11 children in 1926, in Edg-
ware, Middlesex. His father, a
carpenter, was a violent heavy
drinker and the family existed
in near poverty. Gearge was just
five when he found an inexpen-
sive pocket watch l)-mu amund
at home - he opened the
and becane besolted by el
found ins

With his mind set on becom-
ing a watchmaker, he left school
at 14 and went to work in a
mattress factory in order to
boost his father’s meagre
income. He left after a week to

me a grocer’s errand boy,
then found employment in a
garage specialising in re-tread-
ing car tyres.

George was five when
he found a cheap
pocket watch.

He opened the back
and became besotted

But it was not until after the
second world war and national
service that he landed his first

attention, the
most msmftum step x'wwul\i in

job with a
He enrolled for huro!nmc*\l
classes at

more than 200

Mir Daniels. battled for a dec
ade to have the benefits of the

wention recognised, and it was
eventually introduced to the
PRk oy Otiags reoeat
at the Basel Fair in 1
Coaxial is now accepled as prob-
ably the most accurate and con-
sistent mechanical watch move-
ment on the market.

tute - later Gty University, 5
don - at a cost of almost £2 a
year for a three-year course he
attended three nights a week
ater wrork. He passed his fnal
1963, marking the end
of bis caly spell o formmal train-
ing.
Three years later, he started
his own walch repair business
and, after being introduced to

antique watches by collector
Sam Clutton, who also sharec
Mr Daniels’s passion for vintage
cars, he established @ thriving
business mending and restoring
sarly pieces, often making nev
components to replace. missing
or worn-out originals.
Repairing a valuable Bre
watch for Mr Clutton led M:
Daile o Vet Maisan Brogue,
in Paris and “
duction to his work, my Wias
in_antiquarian horology wa:
suddenly and obsessivels
focused upon Abraham Loui:
Breguct, the most colebratec
and admired of watchmakers”.
It was an obsession tha
opened the doors to some of the
greatest and wealthiest collec
tors in the world and encour
ged Mr Daniels to begin mak
ing his own watches from
scratch, always working alone
and invariably creating desigr
drawings only after a piece wa

Bﬂwaen 1969 and the mic
19905, he produced more than 24
e pockﬂ[ watches, eacl
more than a year to
construct_ entirely by hand
They included several granc
complication models, ineluding
a tourbillon minute repeate
with perpetual calendar, equa
tion of time, phases of th
maon, thermometer and powe:
reserve display. OF the few Dan
iels watches that have appearec
on the open market, one fatchec
more than £200,000 in

Mr Daniels also made twe
examples of his socalled Spact

veller’s watch, the mos
remarkable of which fentured ¢
chronograph, mean solar anc
sidereal time, age and phase o

Watches & Jewellery

George Daniels: between 1969 and the mid 16808, he produced about 20 packst watches, each taking a year ta construct by hand

the moon and equation of time
indications.

na Millar, who established
the watch and clock department
at Sotheby's in 1970 and
cmployed Mr Daniels as a con-
sultant, remained his close
friend for more than 40
lo was an absolulel
ing man and it is difficult
comprehend quite how talented
be really was. He personally
restored his v 5,
:'ho harmonica and

s books.”

2

illustrated

Am:um longstanding friend

is Isle of Man watchmaker
Hoger Smith, who became a pro-
tégé of Mr Danicls after first
encountering him in 1568 when
he visited the Manchester
School of Horology where Mr
Smith was studying.

“We were all totlly mesmer-
ised by what he had to say to
us, and when someone asked
him what was on the end of his
watch chain and he pulled out
the Space Traveller's watch we
were simply speechless,” e

says. “No one could believe that
it was possible to make such a

thing e and.” Mr
Sl el M D,
apprentice in 1998, working with
him for three-and-a-half years
and collaborating on the produc
tion of 50 Couxial Daniels wrist-
watches designed to mark the
new millenniu

When Mr Smith left to estab-
lish his own business, Mr Dan
iels gave him his first two com-

ng a
series of 35 wristwalches to
mark the 35th anniversary of
the perfection of the Coaxial

movement. Mr Daniels saw the
first  completed prototype
shortly before he died.

Paying tribute to his mentor,
Mr Smith says: “Without him, [
don’t believe any oday's
independent makers would be
around. The real art of watch-
making had been lost o mass
production, but Gearge
Fiklet ) provd bt e
still a place for truly hand-
crafted pieces by becoming the
first watchmaker in history to
sit down and make every part of
a watch from scratch.”



